


Wondering

Do you ever wonder how people don’t know something that you thought
everyone knew?

| ask because | met three people last week who didn’t know something |
thought everyone would know. They all thought that because the church
building was closed that we had stopped doing everything, when the
opposite is frue. We have now had almost 40 services online, all available as
a video on the website, facebook, youtube and as a podcast on Spofify,
Amazon, Google and Apple podcasts as well as by telephone.

But it seems that not everyone knows that.

Around 300 people join with us for worship each week across all of these
platforms. That's almost 3 times more than a normal Sunday morning. So,
when the church reopens, online services will confinue, not as a replace-
ment, but as another way for people to join together in worship.

Who have you told2 Have you shared our servicese Invited any of your
friends?

All this made me wonder...

Do we assume that everyone knows what Advent and Christmas are all
about?

And do we also assume that we know all there is to know about ite

What is it that each of us hear as we journey through Advent towards the
celebration of the birth of Jesuse We can all tell the story with angels and
Mary and Joseph and a stable and shepherds and wise men visiting a baby.
We say that it is good news. But do we really stop and think what the news s,
or what it means for us?

Advent is an opportunity to pause.

To wait with infention.

To look forward to a moment when we know that things will change,
or at least have the chance to.

2020 has been a year that none of us will ever forget. A year of lockdown,
separation and grief, as well as generosity, community spirit and innovation.
We have probably all discovered things about ourselves. Some of us have
enjoyed the break from a busy schedule while others have worked around
the clock. Some have lost jobs and others have found new things to occupy
their fime. 2



Although we are all journeying through the same pandemic each of us has a
very different experience of it. Perhaps the one thing we share is the hope
that it will get better. That things will change.

Early on, as we got used to masks and being 2 metres apart, there was a lot
of talk about the ‘new normal’, that when this was all over things would be
profoundly different. I'm not so sure of that now. | have a dread that instead
of leaving behind some things that we don’t need anymore, we will pick up
everything in our rush to re-establish our lives.

As we approach the birth of Jesus perhaps this year, more than any other,
we might take the fime to think about the implications, not just of a baby
being born, but of God entering into our world. Moving into the neighbour-
hood. To be with us. All of us. Always.

With every blessing,
Stewart

st ninian's

stonehouse

Advent Email

sign up for a daily advent email
each day of December with a verse, reflection and

a nativity character to create your own navtivity scene
visit st-ninians-stonehouse.org.uk/advent-email
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Hi Folks

Well, what can | say? This is the strangest of times. When | wrote my letter
for the March magazine, little did | think life would change so much. It has
been a difficult time for some and a relaxing time for others and, | must say,
at the beginning of lockdown | was quit enjoying the peace and quiet,
working in the garden in the lovely sunshine but missing my family and
friends; the phone was red hot!

Things seemed to calm down for a wee while then back comes the virus in
full flow and | think second fime around is going to be harder to deal with as
we approach the winter months.

All our usual activities have had to be cancelled and | am still holding mon-
ey for the sale of tickets for the Fashion Sale in April. So, if you bought one |
hope you have held on to it as we will book one first chance we get. I'm
sure you will all e desperate to stock up your wardrobe. Isn't it amazing how
long we can go without buying any new clothes and still have more than
enough to wear, or am | the only one?

I hope you have had access to the Sunday services online. Stewart has tried
his hardest to ensure folks get to listen to the service one way or another.
Over than above this, he has been conducting funeral services for folks in
the village and surrounding areas.

Sadly, we have lost some of our faithful members and they will be sadly
missed. Our thoughts and prayers are with the families of: Billy Roy, Marion
Clark, Elizabeth Watt, Janet Sorbie, Catherine Steel, Tom Nicol, Jean
Cooper, Isabel Hamilton, Pearl Foster, Pat Thornton, Bill Cassells, and Mima
Kennedy. Pearl, Pat, Bill and Mima were faithful and hardworking elders
who went beyond the call of duty spending many hours working for the
church. Our thoughts are also with out folks in the vilage who have lost
loved ones.

Funeral services have been very strange, with numbers limited due to the
virus and | think we have all been left feeling sad that we have been una-
ble to say a proper goodbye. | personally would like to thank Stewart as |
know he has been a comfort and help o all the families in the way he has
conducted services as best he can under the difficult circumstances.

Some good news! A warm welcome to our church family is extended to
some nhew members: Mr Peter and Mrs Elizabeth Buchan and Grace Raugh.



The thing | have missed most over the last 8 months is the personal contact
with everyone; the chats over coffee and cake, the laughter and compan-
ionship. | do hope it's not too long before we can meet together .

| hope some of you have been able to wanter around the church grounds
taking in the prayer walk. Thanks to Douglas and Anne Thompson for setfting
it all up. | know it has been a comfort to many.

| know there are a number of you who have been thinking about our treas-
urer, Bill Storrie, who had a serious accident in July. Bill is an inspiration to us
all. Please continue to keep Bill and Jillian in your prayers.

Our hope was to open the church in September but, just as the Kirk Session
made the decision, we were put intfo local lockdown and we had to call a
quick meeting when the Session agreed it was not appropriate to open at
this time. Our main concern is for the safety of all our members which we
are you will understand.

I have not listed streets to pray for as, at this time, | would encourage you to
pray for the whole village; for patience, for health, for those alone and feel-
ing they can’t cope, for the bereaved and the housebound. Remember
God is with us in our sadness and in our laughter. When we are struggling to
make sense of it all, all that is happening to us and around us, God is there.

As we move forward to Christmas, things are all a bit up in the airl We will
keep you updated with any changed. | with you all a peaceful and healthy
Christmas and New Year which may be a wee bit different than normal but,
as long as we are safe, that's all that really matters.

God bless you all,
Margaret

Church Diavies

| want to reassure everyone that | am hoping to take delivery of church
diaries in early to mid-December this year. Diaries can be collected from
me at 2 Argyle Street or | can deliver to you if you'd like to contact me on
01698 793591.

Wishing you all that is good this Christmas. Keep well.

Anne Law



Light in the Darkness

For many people Christmas can be a time that brings sadness with
the memories of people now gone from our lives, for whatever rea-
son. Being surrounded by people preparing to celebrate leaves
little space to acknowledge these feelings and to value them.

Light in the Darkness has become a time when all of us who have
those feelings of loss and sadness come together to spend fime
giving thanks for what has been and finding hope and comfort in
words and music.

This year we are unable to come together in church but Light in the
Darkness will take place online at 3pm on Sunday 13th

December. Please visit st-ninians-stonehouse.org.uk to find out
more.

Advent & Christmas Services

Sunday 13th
Advent Service
3pm - Light in the Darkness

Sunday 20th
Nativity Service

Christmas Eve
7pm - Family Service
11:30pm - Watchnight from the Manse

Christmas Day
10am - Christmas Zoom

All services available at st-ninians-stonehouse.org.uk
or by phone at 01698 755533




FOR ALL OFUS
WHO MIGHT FIND
CEHRIESTMASCDILEFEICULT

LIGHT

IN THE
DARKNESS

3PM
SUNDAY 13 TH DECEMBER
ONLINE AT
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Sunday School

Wow! | can’t believe it's been 8 months since we were all in church
together, signing, praying, learning and having fun!

The good news is the praying, learning and having fun hasn’t stopped for
our Sunday School! We continue to meet on a Sunday morning, but not
in the church or hall. We use Zoom which is video calling app. We use
Zoom so we can all see each other and talk to each other, unless Stewart
“mutes” us, (which he likes to do from time to time when we get too
noisy!)

We usually start our get-togethers by sharing our news and telling each
other about what we have been doing through the week. Then Stewart
tfeaches us about a bible story, we discuss the meaning and message.
Following the story, we get creative and have made various items, like
palm crosses, remembrance poppies and sheep bookmarks. My
personal favourite was when we painted stones and then gave them fo
people in the community. We also enjoy playing games, which is more
difficult on Zoom than when we are in the church hall, but fun
nevertheless. We all love it when Stewart tells us we are playing “Bring
Me A...."” Thisis when Stewart asks us to find a random object in our
homes or gardens....we always have a good laugh seeing what
everyone finds, especially when he asks for something old! (I brought my
Mum to the laptop!)

On a couple of occasions, the children have enjoyed leading the
Sunday School session, we each are given arole. The last time | read the
story while Cameron arranged the craft.

A few weeks ago, we were joined by Matt Baines, the Youth
Development Officer from the United Reformed Church. Matt told us
about the Synod and what they do to encourage the young people in
the congregations. Before Matt’s visit | didn't know much about the
Synod and | enjoyed hearing and learning about the charity work that
they do and hope that St Ninians can get involved in fundraising.

If you think our Sunday School sounds interesting and would like o join us,
or know of anyone you think would enjoy it, please ask them to contact
Stewart, who will give them the login details.

| hope until we are back together you keep well and stay safe. Be kind
to each other!

Mirra Foy



Church Flowers

As you will know by now, Margaret Patrick and myself have taken over
leading the committee from the indefatigable, Ann Anderson, who is
now taking a back seat but very much still involved and giving sage ad-
vice and encouragement. | am sure Margaret will agree with me that
she has been a wonderful influence on us both to becoming involved in
the flower committee. This is an important part of ministry and we should
never underestimate the positive effects delivering flowers to people can
have. | am sure the loyal band of distributors will have their own wee
special stories that have touched them over the years. What a beautiful
way to spread a little of God's love and blessing to people in the com-
munity.

Having said that, we live in strange times and that initially resulted in a
halt to distributing flowers during lockdown. Instead we prioritised send-
ing cards to people who were ill or bereaved. Since lockdown eased a
little, and following the guidelines, we manage to distribute flowers and
cards to all the housebound in our worshipping community. Nearly fifty
homes received a card detailing how to access the church serve online
or by phone. | am grateful to all the distributors for their help and dona-
fions. We continue to prioritise the sick and bereaved but we will be
guided by the Scottish Government advice going forward

We are forever grateful to everyone for their ongoing donations.
Please let me know if you would like to donate to the flower fund for a
particular date in 2021. If you donated in 2020 we will automatically
add you to the 2021 list unless you wish to change any of the dates.
Please let me know by contacting me by:

Telephone 01698 792002 or email dthmpsné41@aol.com

Stay safe. Stay well. Stay Glegsed.

Anne T Thompson
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Stonchouse Online Book Group

In April, a few weeks into lockdown, the Stonehouse Book Group
launched its very first online meeting, discussing The Great
Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald via Zoom. Holding meetings virtually
has enabled invitations to extend beyond the local community,
and the group has been regularly attended by friends from
Blantyre, and as far away as Plymouth. In June we were even
joined by author John Ironmonger when we met to discuss his
novel Not Forgetting the Whale.

We have continued to meet monthly throughout the year to
discuss a variety of different reads. For many of us, reading has
offered relief from the anxiety and uncertainty of the situation at
hand, and so meeting virtually with others to share the reading
experience has been very enjoyable.

We are currently taking a break during the Christmas period, but
we usually meet every 3rd Sunday of the month from 7.30-9pm.
Please contact Stewart or Kathryn for further details, or link up to
the Stonehouse Book Group Facebook page.

Kathryn Epps

January to March 2021 books for reading
Sun 17th January The Salt Path by Raynor Winn
Sun 21st February The Conclave by Robert Harris
Sun 21st March The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas by John Boyne
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Weekly Freewill Offering (WFO) Envelopes

We are living in very strange times and none of us know where or when it
will end. | doubt we will be able to go back to what we know as normal
anytime soon. That makes my job of organising our offering envelopes for
2021 very difficult.

Some folks have generously been giving regularly to our church by setfting
up standing orders while others have continued to use their envelopes or
cheques and handing them to Stewart or an office bearer - thank you. As
I mentioned in a previous Link issue, each set of envelopes costs £5.00 so if
| can save a few pounds (or a few hundred!) it would make sense to do
that!

Our counting tfeams disregard dates on envelopes and we only need the
number and how much is inside each one. Whether it's a large or small
amount we are grateful and say thank you. So, | propose to save some
money by using this years (2020) unused envelopes. | will still purchase
some new ones but for people who have some of this year's left don't
destroy them as they can be used as and when regardless of date. This is
obviously more applicable to folks who don't attend every week. Regular
attenders would get a new complete set.

| would appreciate if folks could contact me (in confidence) on 01698
793591, speak to me personally at 2 Argyle Street, or email me at
annerlaw@gmail.com with their thoughts, opinions, or to discuss my
proposals. Otherwise you'll leave me to decide on the best course of
action.

God bless and stay safe.

Anne Law
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At the beginning of lockdown, | wrote a poem which | would like to share
with you; just my thoughts at the time and | hope you enjoy reading it.

A New Way of Church

On a Sunday at eleven To St Ninian's we go

To join in Sunday worship and meet friends we know

We welcome one another and visitors who come

We shake a hand and give a hug and share a lunch with some

Then comes along a virus which closes churches down

Our life as we have known it completely closes down

Our hospitals are crowded and the staff are rightly praised
Our nurses, doctors, and cleaners work hard and are so brave

All frontline workers are relied upon to keep our country going
Our governments have had to think and change a way of living
To keep our friends and families safe we have to keep away
And folks all stay at home and try to pass their day

Some families are broken, with illness and death too

You cannot visit the bereaved, there seems not much to do

But the church has left the building and to the community it goes
Technology is wonderful and keeps us on our foes

Our services are now online with Zoom, Facebook and the web
We can join in services and prayers and still stay in our bed!
Church without walls was a thing of the past

But now, due to the virus, is being practiced aft last

We have our Sunday services and communion in our homes

With many joining in by listening on their phones

Our problems they're all man-made through greed and selfishness
Our planet is being ruined and we're to blame, alas

Some people ask where's God in thise It seems just like a riddle
But those with faith will tell you that He's right there in the middle
So when you're feeling low and sad, remember God is here

He's all around with arms outstretched and He will hold you near

Margaret MacGregor
13



A Saving Grace 6y Cameron Monie

2020 has been a bad year

It doesn’t seem to bring us any cheer
We sleep in the morning

And are awake in the night

2020 is giving us all a fright

We are like an apple just rotting away

No person would ever want it that way

We have lost track of fime and communication
We are busy making charts and using tabulation

We are all lions living in our den

My lockdown experience God help me, Amen
With crashing and banging and crying plus tears
Some parents are drinking lots of gin and beers

Our homes are a prison and ireally can't bear
We go to the window and do nothing but stare
With TV, x-box and phones galore

We couldn’t really ask for anything more

But there is still some hope, we've mentioned nothing positive!
We need to work together and be more causative

There's the family time and playing outside

But remember the rules that we need to abide

There's art and cooking and things creative
We can dress up as tribes and can be native
Don't go out when you're not allowed

Stay home, be safe and make Britain proud

We can watch movies on our comfy seats

And listen to our catchy beats

There’s cards and chess and draughts, even Scrabble
We can fight and argue, it's a bit of a rabble

The NHS are doing amazingly well

The shopkeepers are struggling and planning too selll
Covid-19 has a grinning face

We all just need a Saving Grace

14
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The Presbytery of Hamilton

nght

Jesus spoke to the
people once more and
said, "] am the light of
the world. If you follow
me, you won't have to

walk in darkness,
because you will have
the light that leads to

life.”

John 8: 12 (NET)

of the World-®,

»~

In your church...
At home...
Create a displayina
window or garden for Share this with your
passers by to see. congregation! Encourage
them to create displays in
Why not encourage your their windows at home.
congregation to create items
for your display? B Why not take a walk around your
area to find out how many
e @ Uisplayscanyou see?

B W
Share pictures of the church (. % "."b’
and at home displays on 3

social media. ¥ Remember toinclude
#jesuslightoftheworld John 8:12

Why not send pictures in to ‘lamthe |Ight of the world"

presbytery so :ve :an share them in your display!
007

' Onsocial media...

After €cclegiastes

For everything
There is a time and a season

A time to breathe deeply
And a time to exhale quietly

A time to embrace words
And a fime to hug silence

A time to open one's eyes
And a time to blink in wonder

A time to stride out
And a time to walk gently

A tfime to reach out
And a time to withdraw

The constant call
To be mindful of our time

Aware of the seasons of the soul
To respond to the stirrings of the spirit to
live life in all its fullness

© Rachel Poolman, St Cuthbert’s Centre, Holy Isle
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| THE PICTURE FRAMER (ML)

for all your framing requirements in Stonehouse

Contact Peter on 07753 689637

www.pictureframerml.co.uk
info@pictureframerml.co.uk
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The Violet
iole

10 New Street, Stonehouse
Tel: 01698 791872

Sit-in, takeaway, hot food, breakfast, coffee, cakes

Open 7 das a week from 7.00am

STONEHOUSEK JUBILEEK CLLUB

A social afternoon of music, activities, laughter and friendship for people
living with dementia, and their carers.

Every Thursday, 1.30pm to 3.30pm
Stonehouse Lifestyle Centre, Udston Mill Road, Stonehouse

For more information contact Chris on: 01698 884537

MILILAR TAXIS

call 07857 213804
8-seater for private hire

City Centre, Nights Out, Airport Transfers

Nina’s Shop & Post Office
42 King Street, Stonehouse ML9 3EF Tel: 01698 793 298
Cards, gift wrap, jewellery, sweetie corner (Pick 'n’ Mix)
Household bargains
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monie72@gmail com

<" MARK MONIE

l
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Find me on

SRS

JOINERY ROOFING BUILDING

Steven Gavin

13 Lowther Crescent, Stonehouse, ML9 3JT
Tel: 07460 362728 Email: srsjoinery@aol.co.uk

The Textile Care Company
24 New Street, Stonehouse

Professional Dry Cleaning and Laundry

suits dresses, Kkilts, duvets, curtains, service washes

Tel: 07944 122766
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WESTMAINS BOARDING KENNELS o2

‘HOLIDAYS FOR DOGS’ N
Licensed by South Lanarkshire Council qC ’3\
Day boarding available %vﬁl.-;.__%
All kennels heated in winter / j / !
Dogs walked three times daily 2 4 ( &7
Privately owned W 2 )

Westmains Farm, Manse Road, Stonehouse, ML9 3NX
Tel: Linda 01698 792849

Mobility Matters

Riser / recliner chairs

Mobile stair climbers for internal and external use
Sale and maintenance of ride on scooters
Wheelchairs

Free home demonstration

Full delivery service

2 Argyle Street, Stonehouse, ML9 3LL
For more information, call Allan or Jim on 016998 793933 / 07831 576480

g i ' the waterpoint

The In Line Water Cooler Specialists

he woterpomt 2 Argyle Street, Stonehouse, ML9 3LL

Office or home coolers * plumbed to any location * cheaper and easier than bottled
cooler * freestanding, desktop and NEW domestic model available * total removal of
cryptosporidium, ecoli and typhoid * absolutely pure, great teasting,
chilled and hot water

Call Allan or Jim on: 01698 793933 Email: info@thewaterpoint.com
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EZUINE

\ E’t 1872
GALLOWAY & MACLEOD l

www.galloway-macleod.co.uk

@ USE THE CODE ‘BONUS10’
ds(o"\"‘ T0 GET f‘j" OFF

eDog food
@ Bird seed
@ Horse Feed

. ®Poultry Feed
Proud to support
N
st ninian s{

stonehouse
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ROBERT & TAN DEMPSTER .
All joinery and building work carried out to a high standard f

(A%
>
]

No job too big or small.

s
=

/4

We’re happy to help out if you need work carried out or
would like us to give you a quote.

g

Telephone: Robert 07881 943223 lan 07772 738162

Professional Singer

Contemporary, traditional, sacred, classical
Jane McLaren, BA Applied Music

Wedding ceremonies, events, tutoring and studio

6 Camnethan Street, Stonehouse, ML9 3NQ

Tel: 091698 793900 / 07826 852561
Email: j.m.mclaren@hotmail.com

%?er E;J\FZ by Margaret Monaghans

hair, beauty, tanning
King Street, Stonehouse Tel: 01698 791644
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Q._ HENRY DORRICOTT FUNERAL SERVICE

C——
Di gmty 10-12 LONDON ROAD, LARKHALL, ML9 1AG
o v Telephone: 01698 882170 Fax: 01698 882120

FUNERAL DIRECTORS &
MEMORIAL CONSULTANTS

Dignity Funerals LTD. A company registered in England No. 41598. VAT Reg No.
486608114. Part of Dignity plc. A British company. Address: 4 King Edwards
Court, King Edwards Square, Sutton Coldfield, B73 6AP. Tel: 0121 354 1557 Fax:
0121 355 8081. Website www.dignityfunerals.co.uk
Member of the National Association of Funeral Directors

Cognitive Behavoural Therapy (CBT) Counsellor

Audrey Murray PG Dip
Accredited BABCP Psychotherapist
Telephone: 07903 047610

https://sites.google.com/a/rosemount-therapy.com/
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DISCOUNT
KITCHENS &
BATHROOMS LTD

U166 753084

www.dkbglasgow.com
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Kenneth M. Greener
Solicitors

Accident Claims (No Win, No
Fee) Conveyancing
Executries Family

Guardianship
Power of Attorney Wills

Your local solicitor ...
Serving our local
community

1 New Street, The Cross, Stonehouse, ML9 3LT
Telephone: 01698 793366

Email: enquiry@kmglaw.co.uk
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QUEEN ST
Auto Centre

Vehicle Repairs & Service Centre

Pre MOT Checks
Service

Brakes
Batteries
Exhausts
Clutch

and much more

10% off servicing
and repairs with this
advert upon booking

Tyre fitting service
available at
competitive prices

Tyres from £24.99

13 Queen Street
Stonehouse, ML9 3EE

01698 7191625
07425 982044




“ Ian Brown

' Funeral Director

Serving the local community for 60 years.

www.ianbrownfuneraldirector.com

Call us for immediate
support, advice or to
arrange a home visit or to
find out more about our
prepaid funeral plans.
We are here to help 24 ML118QQ
hours a day.

Carstairs

01555 870 287

81-83 Lanark Road,

+ Bereavement advice
+ Private chapel of rest
» Floral tributes

+ Memorial masonry

+ Home arrangements
+ Specialist vehicle hire
* Repatriation

» Prepaid funeral plans

®

STONEHOUSE
NEWSAGENTS
Newspapers and Magazines, Toys,
Cards, Fancy Goods,
Hardware
18 Violet Crescent, Stonehouse

Tel: 01698 791 018

AVONDALE MUSIC SCHOOL

Udston Farm, Stonehouse
One-to-One tuition

Piano/keyboard, guitar, bass,
ukulele, singing, drums, clarinet

Contact Alyson 07743 430749
info@avondalemusicschool.com

For Happier Feel
Mobile Podiatrist/Chiropodist
Pauwline Cree
BSc, SRCh, MChs
For Appointment Telephone:
01698 792 842
3, Blinkbonny Stonehouse ML9 3QR
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High Class
Groceries & Provisions
20, Violet Crescent, Stonehouse

FIONA WILLIAMSON
Personal Supervision
Tel: 01698 793010




SMILE DENTAL WHITELAW COACHES

5 -7 Kirk Street Stonehouse Tel: 01698 793506 or 792800
ML9 3LR Coach Hire for all Occasion
Tel: 01698 793 636 Lochpark Industrial Estate, Stonehouse,
Fax: 01698 794 958 ML9 3LR
www.smiledental.uk.com Fax: 01698 7933099
Email: enquies@whitelaws.co.uk
Cosmetic Dentistry - Implantology Website: www.whitelaws.co.uk

DAVID BAXTER & SONS

LTD Ceramic & Natural Stone
15 Argyle St Stonehouse SOUTHSIDE TILING
Plumbing and Heating Engineer Free Quotations
Gas Safe Installers
Prompt Service Given 07794 894078
TEL: 01698 793 444 Sandy Reid
FOR BEST QUALITY BEEF REFLEXOLOGIST
K. & F. BUTCHERS Pauline Brownlee
24 KING STREET, G.S.S.R
STONEHOUSE e

TEL: 01698 791 255
TELEPHONE: 01698 793 637

STONEHOUSKE

GALLERY

Photography, Photo Enlargements :: Photo Repairs :: Fine Canvas Prints

Adam Deans
Sales Consultant, 1 Camnethan Street, Stonehouse

Telephone: 07935989926

Email: adamdeans1@hotmail.co.uk
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http://www.smiledental.uk.com/

Stoneﬂouse

Business Association

www.keepitstonehouse.co.uk

n /stonehouseba
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JOIN US FOR A DIFFERENTKIND OF CHRISTMAS

CHRISTMAS
AT
ST NINIAN'S

Advent Sunday Services
Candlelight Concert
Light in the Darkness

Family Christmas Quiz
Nativity Service
Watchnight from the Manse
Christmas Day Service
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