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 Easter 
 
As we make our way through Lent each year we have the chance to  
reflect on some of our choices.  Some of us will give things up.  These are 
mostly things we know aren’t very good for us in the first place, like  
chocolate.  So we give it up for a while in an exercise of self-will and  
self-denial.  I can do (without) this! 
 
And then when Easter comes we fill ourselves full of the stuff we have 
given up.  That seems odd to me. 
 
Fasting through Lent is a very ancient practice.  People didn’t eat during 
the hours of daylight.  When they did eat, their meals were small and  
simple. 
 
What we may not know is that every Sunday in Lent was a feast day.  A 
celebration.  A reminder that even in hard times come moments of joy. 
 
Easter is, without doubt, the most important festival in the church.   
Coming as it does at Springtime, it’s easy to see the connections to new 
life as the flowers grow and the lambs appear in the fields.  We have even 
adopted eggs, the ancient sign of fertility, as part of our celebration. 
 
But Easter is about something much deeper.  Easter is about resurrection.  
Life where death once was.  Re-creating what has gone before into  
something better. 
 
Easter, and Lent before it, offer us all a time to think about who we 
are and what is important to us. 
 
Easter gives us all the chance to change, to be renewed, re-created 
and re-born. 
 
It feels to me that St Ninian’s is in the middle of a time like that.  A  
period where we are being renewed and refreshed.  Where new shoots of 
life are springing up and where unexpected things are  
happening. 
 
It’s exciting! 
 
Stewart 
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Hi Folks 
 
Well where does the time go? 
 
As I type this the snowdrops are out, the crocuses are pushing their 
heads through the hard ground and the daffodils are well up.  God is 
good. 
 
All our services over Christmas were well attended and I hope you will 
join us for our Easter services.  The Maundy Thursday service will be on 
29th March at Paterson Church and Good Friday at St Ninian’s on 30th 
March.  Both are at 7pm and of course our Easter Sunday service here 
at St Ninian’s on 1st April at 11am. 
 
We have been visiting the homes and sheltered housing where Stewart 
has conducted a short service and we sing some favourite hymns.  We 
are trying to visit on a regular basis and if anyone would like to join in you 
will be very welcome. 
 
Stewart has been visiting and sharing home communion with people who 
are unable to come to church.  We have quite a list and are slowly  
working through it.  If you would like a home communion please let me 
know, call on 01698 792552.   
 
Sadly, we have had to say farewell to members as well as folks in the 
community.  Our thoughts and prayers are with the families of  
Mrs Richmond, Margaret Stewart, Janet Stevenson, James Anderson, 
Gavin Wilson, Jim McMeekin, Margaret Murdoch, Jimmy Payne and 
Nancy Hamilton. It has been a sad and busy time in the church over  
January and I hope you will keep Stewart in your prayers as well. 
 
We are again hoping to organise some fundraising events, not only to 
raise much needed funds but to have an opportunity to share in  
fellowship and friendship.  I hope you will support these events when you 
can. 
 
Stewart is keeping us all busy with Bible Study, Book Groups, Night 
Church as well as Morning Prayers and Reflection on a Monday and 
Thursday at 9.15am.  Please feel free to join in any of these events - you 
will find them very interesting. These, along with the usual meetings and 
all the day to day running of the church and halls, makes for a busy and  
sometimes hectic time for all involved. 
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Week Street 

01.04.18 Kirk Street 

08.04.18 Green Street 

15.04.18 Lawrie Street 

22.04.18 McLean Gardens 

29.04.18 Argyle Street/Trongate 

06.05.18 Millar Street 

13.05.18 Hill Road 

20.05.18 Vicars Road 

03.06.18 King Street 

10.06.18 Townhead Street 

17.06.18 Strathaven Road 

Praying for Others 
 
Each week we respond to the call to remember others in prayer and 
here at St Ninian’s we pray for a street in the village each week.   
Below you will find the list from 1st April.  If you can’t attend the  
morning prayers, please take a minute in your busy day to pray for the 
folks in each street.  Thank you. 

By the time you receive and read this magazine, Stewart will have  
almost completed his first year as minister of St Ninian’s and it has been 
a pleasure to work with him.  He has been an inspiration and I hope you 
will continue to support him in the months to come. 
 
God bless, 
Margaret 
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 A special thank you from the Link Committee 
 
In the last issue of the Link magazine, I wrote that we did not know who was  
taking over from Lesley Barrie’s district, however, by the time we went to print 
Willie Cowie had offered to take up the post. Miss Leishmann, who began the 
Link magazine and its organisation, would be proud of Willie’s dedication to his 
duties; taking notes of changes in his district, popping his donations in a sealed 
envelope, with the amount and his name on it, and all with a cheery manner and  
enthusiastic approach. Thank you Willie for being a shining example of a Link 
Distributor! 
 
It is good to sing the praises of all our distributors and it seems this tends to get 
done whenever someone joins the team or leaves. We have one lady in  
particular who has gone beyond the call of duty and that special person is  
Margaret Cranston. 
 
Margaret was Miss Leishmann’s friend and has been on the Committee from the 
very beginning, over 36 years ago. Margaret was one of four typists presenting 
the articles for printing. She recalled doing this after work at home but then found 
it more efficient to also work during her lunch time in order to meet the deadlines 
set. Not only did Margaret help with the presentation she also became part of the 
collating team, heading off to the printers in the early morning with another group 
of ladies in the car for a day’s work to staple the magazines together as they 
came off the printing press. Packed into the boot was the daily meal supply of tea 
and coffee, shortbread, pancakes, scones and jam, salmon or cucumber  
sandwiches, ham rolls, cake, gingerbread ... and mints to aid digestion! This 
feast was prepared lovingly by Miss Leishmann and once at the printers it was 
laid out on a linen tablecloth with china dishes, sugar and cream dishes and  
napkins. Margaret was also a distributor for the magazine in her own street but, 
with her love of driving, she volunteered to do the outreach districts. She enjoyed 
visiting the farms with the magazine and would spend time having a cup of tea 
and a catch up with the farming families around the village faithfully four times a 
year. To this day Margaret has still not totally retired and she continues to join the 
collating team socially. 
 
We don’t know how to say thank you Margaret for all your work with the Link 
magazine. Words just don’t seem enough.  May we all be inspired by your  
faithfulness to St Ninian’s where you have served happily in the place God called 
you to be. 

Ecclesiastes 3:12:  

“I know that there is nothing better for people than to be happy and to do good 

while they live.”  

Margaret McMeekin 
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 The Guild 
 
Go In Joy! 
 
We had a good Christmas party in December with 
a lovely meal, Carols and some entertainment. 
 
January was Andy MacArthur telling us about The 
Children's Hospital in Glasgow and about the good 
things they do to help the children in their care. 
 
February was Caroline Curran Forensic Scientist who gave us a very 
interesting talk on how DNA etc. works.  We also had homemade  
pancakes which were yummy. 
 
On the 12th March we will have a visit from our minister, Stewart  
Cutler, who will share with us how his first year at St. Ninians has 
been for him. 
 
On the 9th April  we are having a Taylor Fashion Sale. Brian has been 
many times and it's an amusing night with him and his prices are very 
reasonable. Tickets will be on sale soon. 
 
If anyone needs a lift to church please let us know and someone will 
collect and bring you home again. All the meetings start t 7.30pm and 
usually finish just after 9pm. If you haven't been before come along 
and you will be made very welcome. 
 
See you all soon 
 
Wilma Johnston 
Secretary 

Did you know that The Guild is one of Scotland's largest voluntary  

organisation with around 20,000 members. Although women make up 
the bulk of our membership, increasingly, men are becoming members 
and taking active roles at local and national levels.   

 

The Guild's motto taken from Acts 27, verse 23:  

'Whose we are and Whom we serve.'  



9  

 Do you remember ...? 
 
The summer edition of St Ninian’s 1975 ’Vision Magazine’ came into 
my hands recently and I really enjoyed reading it.  I thought you might 
too so here is a short extract written by the then minister, Rev Dr  
Alexander Gemmell, after a Guild outing.  It’s sure to bring back 
memories for some of you.  
 

Woman’s Guild 
 

After a very successful winter session, with well-attended  
meetings, the members and friends enjoyed their outing to  
Girvan.   
 
A new venture for the Summer was the entertainment of the  
Residents of Well Hall Eventide Home who were brought by 
cars, on a lovely afternoon, on July 16, and before being served 
with a high-tea, heard Mrs Ann Anderson sing a number of 
songs, accompanied by Miss Webster, and saw the slides of our 
Flower Festival, projected by Mrs Gemmell, while I told the 
story.  Mrs Simpson, the new Matron, expressed warm  
appreciation and the Residents, among whom were our own 
Church member, Miss M Clark and the Revs W Millar and R 
Ross, told us of the great pleasure the outing had been.  Mrs Ian 
Hamilton represents us on the Well Hall Committee and is very  
interested in this aspect of the Church’s Social Service.  The 
members of the Woman’s Guild Committee provided  
home-baking, Mrs S Johnston gave a donation of tomatoes, 
while Mr & Mrs Cheetham very kindly paid the cost of the meat 
course. 
 
An interesting syllabus has been prepared for the coming  
session, with the Dedication Service on 5 October, a Domestic 
Night on Monday 6th and the first meeting with a speaker on 13 
October.  If you have not been in the habit of attending Guild 
meetings, why not start this Winter? 
 

I have inherited many back copies of the church magazine ~ I wonder 
what else I might find!   

Avril 
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A Carer’s Story 
 
Those of you who spend any time on Facebook will know that memories often pop 
up and we get a chance to remember what we were up to a few years ago.   
Recently , Stewart shared a memory from 2014.  It was a blog post of mine.  Since 
then, some of you have read it and asked me to share it because other people 
might relate to it and others find it helpful, hopeful even.  This is taken from a  
personal blog I wrote over a period of a few years recording my dad’s dementia 
journey from a carer’s perspective.  Dementia can of course rob us of the people 
we cherish but, for me, there were moments to treasure and which brought clarity 
to our relationship.  I am truly grateful for those precious times.  This last blog post 
reflects the hope I discovered through the man who was my dad.   

Avril 

 a perfect waste of time 
 
Another sunrise with my sad captains 
With who I choose to lose my mind 
And if it’s all we only pass this way but 
once 
What a perfect waste of time  
(Sad Captains by Elbow) 
 
 
This is the last post. 
 

 
I’m running out of miracles … oh my soul 

 
It was nothing short of a miracle that dad was still with us in the June.  And, even 
knowing during that last surreal weekend, when an accident robbed him (and us) of 
the peaceful ending he so truly deserved, one more miracle was too much to 
ask.  But we hoped nevertheless.  We hoped that it would all make sense,  
regardless of how it turned out.  Like many people, I’d been here before; another 
time, another hospital bed, another parent in another helpless situation, the same  
inevitability.  Yet hope was present, in the middle of it all, palpable and invisible, 
like a blanket enveloping us. 
 

Hope is a state of mind, not of the world; either we have it or we don’t.  It is a 
dimension of the soul and it’s not essentially dependent on some particular 
observation of the world or estimate of the situation.  Hope is an orientation 
of the spirit and orientation of the heart; it transcends the world that is  
immediately experienced and is anchored somewhere beyond its horizons ... 
hope is not the conviction that something will turn out well, but the certainty 
that something makes sense, regardless of how it turns out (Vaclav Havel, 
Disturbing the Peace). 
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From the day Dad was diagnosed with vascular dementia, he never mentioned 
it again.  He just got on as he always did, trying to squeeze as much as he 
could out of the life he had left.  His determination was unmistakable during 
those times despite his mind playing tricks and his deterioration apparent.   
 
We tried hard not to let those times deter us in moving forward with each day, 
perhaps for the sake of one another.  But we kept going.  We prayed and we 
hoped that tomorrow would be better.  It usually was.   
 
So up until that point last June, we’d survived.  Without consultation, and with 
silent attitude, we continued to ignore the ever present thief attempting to steal 
our past, present and future; our very souls.  We clung desperately to our 
shared memories whilst at the same time adjusting to new realities occurring 
almost on a daily basis. 
 
Like other carers I remember spells of hyper vigilance to the point of  
exhaustion, trying to anticipate every move then reacting to unforeseen forces 
that colluded to make our lives almost impossible; stretching our resolve to the 
limit.  At other times, I gave in to the supernatural force at my back, pushing me 
forward or carrying me through times I wish I could forget.  Mostly I made it up 
as I went along and hoped for the best.   That’s what being a carer is.  If you’ve 
been there, you’ll know.  People look and wonder how you’re managing to hold 
it all together but you keep going because it’s not about you.  It’s about another 
human being.  You need to look after yourself, they said.  I try, I’d say.  It’s like 
looking after a child, they said.  No, actually, it isn’t, I’d reply.  This is my Dad 
and if I start to think of him as a child then he is no longer my Dad and I’m cling-
ing on to that as long as I can.  It’ll be a relief when it’s all over, when the time 
comes, they said.  Will it?  I couldn’t imagine it’d be a relief. 

And if it’s all we only pass this way but once 
What a perfect waste of time 

 
How could that precious and treasured time together, doing simple things or 
indeed doing nothing, a time that will never be repeated, ever be anything other 
than a perfect waste of time?  It was during this time I got to know, properly, the 
man who happened to be my Dad.   

We didn’t always have the easiest of relationships but, in truth, dementia gave 
me an opportunity to get to listen to his life stories in his words, his perspective, 
his experiences, his happy memories, his regrets.  I’m truly, truly, grateful for 
this time. 

I’ve known grief.  I’m not ashamed to say I wasn’t prepared for saying goodbye 
this way.  Not long afterwards a chaplain friend of mine told me not that dying is 
the last hardest thing we ever do.  I hadn’t heard that before but it summed up 
my Dad’s last couple of days with us.   
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No one ever told me that grief felt so like fear. I am not afraid, but the  
sensation is like being afraid. The same fluttering in the stomach, the same 
restlessness, the yawning. I keep on swallowing.  At other times it feels like 
being mildly drunk, or concussed. There is a sort of invisible blanket  
between the world and me. I find it hard to take in what anyone says. Or 
perhaps, hard to want to take it in. It is so uninteresting.  If only they would 
talk to one another and not to me (C S Lewis, A Grief  Observed). 
 

My Dad was laid to rest on a gloriously sunny day which was fitting because he 
loved days like that.  We said goodbye in the sunshine and I was able to smile, 
memories fleeting through my head at the graveside; Equis ice cream and walking 
our collie and what a proud grandfather he was.  Isn’t it funny the things that pop 
into your head. 
 
The last few months have given me the chance to reflect on those times and I’ve 
come to realise how hugely influential this man was in my life.  He introduced me 
to black and white movies, Gene Kelly and a love of dancing, books and classical 
music, political and social awareness, mining ancestors and stories of union  
meetings, an appreciation of architecture, Frank Sinatra, Henry Fonda in Twelve 
Angry Men, the 4 horse accumulator and how to place a bet, Basil Fawlty and, of 
course, the wonders of  Skye.  Unfortunately I didn’t inherit the green fingers of a 
gardener or the lightest touch producing tasty scones and clootie dumpling.  I also 
missed out on the ability to solve tricky crossword puzzles and never had his  
patience for jigsaws.  What I did learn was how to be quiet and to listen.  But more 
than anything I inherited his belief and hope that tomorrow would bring something 
better ... because it usually did. 
 

Oh, long before 
You and I were born 
Others beat these benches with their empty cups 
To the night and its start 
To the here, and now, and who we are 

 
He wasn’t gregarious or an extrovert.  He was quiet and smart and determined.  
 
I’m here because he was here first.  And I’m glad I got to know him. 
 
If you fancy reading about what it’s like waiting for dentures, the ups and downs of 
dementia or simply conversations, the blog is still live for a time - visit: http://
ateightyone.wordpress.com/. 
 
 
Avril 
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Philosopher’s Cafe (Stonehouse) Anyone? 
 
Hands up who among us are perfect? Me neither. Hands up who 
among us have all the answers to the worlds problems?  Nope. Want to 
get involved in conversation over a coffee? 
 
Philosophers Cafés are a grassroots forum for open discussion 
founded by philosopher Marc Sautet in Paris in 1992. These meetings 
provide food for thought for people in everyday life encouraging  
discussion and inward reflection on our thoughts and views on life. So if 
you’re tired of listening to the BBC news, fed up with social media, 
you’ve got a 1001 channels and nothing worth watching then maybe 
the Philosophers Café is for you?  
 
Taking part in a Philosophers Café may help you become clearer about 
your own values, learn about the values of others and can help you 
achieve a greater level of  self-understanding. Sharing open and free 
discussion can help you clarify your own thoughts. Taking part can 
make you a better listener or a better speaker or both. Hopefully you 
will gain intellectual stimulation from hearing a variety of views, whilst 
respecting and understanding different opinions. Interacting with others 
in discussion is enjoyable and informative. This is the tradition of the 
Philosopher's Cafe. 
 

The Philosophers Café is a new initiative in Stonehouse providing a 
space to share our thoughts, frustrations and fears as well as our 
memories, hopes and ideas.  
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There is no charge, no agenda and no requirement to participate and is 
open to everyone regardless of age, politics or faith.  

 
The café is open to all in the community and beyond, young and old, who 
want to see a better world and more caring society in our communities. 
Through listening, discussion and sharing our thoughts, the Café  
provides a space in our community to reflect, debate and encourage new 
thinking, that we might share our experiences and hopes for a better  
future for all. 
 
The world is changing, for the better or worse but what do we think about 
it? Maybe we need to change too before change happens elsewhere ... 
every journey starts with a single step. Come and tell us what you 
think ... or just come along for a coffee! If you are curious and inquisitive 
then join us in a relaxed atmosphere whilst enjoying good conversation, 
coffee and fellowship. 
 
The Philosophers Café will be open from 7pm on to 9pm, on the first 
Wednesday of each month (venue advertised locally). 

“Our time here is magic!   
It’s the only space you have  

to realise whatever it is that is beautiful,  
whatever is true, whatever is great,  

whatever is potential, whatever is rare,  
whatever is unique, in.   
It is the only space.”  

 
Ben Okri 
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From Bill ... Up to my eyes in year end accounts!!! 
 
It’s head down time as I get ready to present my first set of Accounts to 
the Board for their approval.  This on the back of a very successful 
foray into our first Burns Supper and something tells me it won’t be the 
last. 
 
It is my intention to outline some of the year-end figures in the next 
magazine.  Not everyone can attend our AGM but I think it is important 
that people are aware of how St Ninian’s is functioning from a financial 
perspective.  What I can say at this point is that in terms of our day to 
day running expenses we are sailing very close to the wind.  In fact our 
year end figures will depict a situation where expenses outstripped in-
come.  Obviously we cannot continue in this vein for any length of time, 
however I am confident that as we go forward into the new financial 
year, our first full year out of vacancy, that we can turn things round. 
 
There is much to look forward to as we plan ahead and implement the 
improvements required within our wonderful building.  As previously 
mentioned this work will be on-going but since my last article we have 
already carried out major repairs to our hall roof and the re-wiring  
project, an absolute must in terms of safety, looks likely to commence 
sometime in the summer. 
 
As always if anyone has any questions regarding our finances then 
please feel free to ask.  It is your church and I am simply the custodian 
who makes sure that the figures all add up at the end of the day.   
Fingers crossed that they will for year end!!!! 
 
God Bless  

Bill Storrie 

Treasurer 
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Sunday School 

Last term at Sunday School, we took part in the Candles and Carols 
event at the light switching on ceremony in the village. We definitely 
have some future choir members among us! 
 
We were also working very hard on our nativity which we performed 
for the congregation. 
 
Everyone did extremely well, learning their lines and their songs. 
 
Our painted board, which we were working on last term, now has 
pride of place on one of the burnt out building on New Street. All the 
boards look fantastic and certainly help brighten up the village. 
 
This term, we will be, visiting Canderavon, having a visit from the 
Lego lady, hosting an afternoon tea and having an Easter party and 
egg hunt. 
 
We will continue to use Spill the Beans as we journey through Lent 
and into Easter. 
 
Please feel free to come into the hall after service and see all our 
hard work on the display boards. 
 

May Fairley 
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 A Year Out ... in Kitega 
 
Kitega community centre started with a dream to help children who 
were invisible. It was set up to provide education but also to show the 
value and worth of children with disabilities. A few people within the 
community wanted to bring these children out of being hidden away by 
their parents into the daylight of a new school environment where they, 
and the rest of the community around them, would realise that they 
were children who mattered, had their own personalities, and who had 
a valuable role to play in society.  
 
Today Kitega community centre has grown into so much more; a centre 
that provides education for adults and children alike, teaches English 
and vocational skills, and provides a hub for community resource  
banking and business start-ups. 
 
We are taking a year out of our life here in Scotland to go and volunteer 
with the centre, working alongside the staff there to help address  
poverty and inequality within the local community. The centre has big 
plans in its sights with the aim of building a new centre for vocational 
training.  
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This is where some of the children with disabilities, who are now 
young adults, can learn skills such as tailoring and baking, in order to 
help provide for themselves and their families. The longer-term plan 
is also to open a retail unit in the nearby town where small  
businesses, supported by the community banking scheme, can sell 
their wares and become self-sufficient. We are trying to raise funds 
before we go in order to help bring these plans closer to fruition while 
we are out there. We hope that by living with the community in Kitega 
for a year we can bring learning and resources from Scotland to 
Kitega, and in turn new experience back from Kitega to Scotland 
again. Any support with this project will be gratefully received and will 
go directly towards helping vulnerable chilidren and adults develop 
skills and resources to become valued members of their society.  
 
We wanted to keep everyone in the church up to date with our plans 
and we’re also looking for fundraising ideas! We have also created a 
fundraising page ~ all donations, however small, are appreciated.   
 
 
 
 

 https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/ourbigyearout 

Thank-you!  
 

Sarah-Jane, Peter, Samuel, Nathanael and Mara 
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“If you want to run, run a mile.   
If you want to experience a different life,  

run a marathon.”  
 

Emil Zatopek  
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Church Diaries 
 
Thank you to everyone who purchased our small church diary.  I was 
able to pass £125 to our treasurer, Bill Storrie, who is doing a sterling job 
(pardon the pun!) of balancing the books in these very difficult economic 
times.  Any fund raising, however small, will be put to very good use in 
the life of the church. 
 
Thanks again. 
 
Anne Law 

Thank you for saving your stamps! 
 
Big thanks to everyone who popped their used stamps in the box in the 
vestibule of the church.  I have forwarded them to CrossReach where 
they will be used to help projects in Scotland.  Please keep saving and if 
you are working, maybe your workplace could collect them too. 
 
Thanks again. 
 
Norma 

“Kindness is a gift you are meant to give away 
So offer it to all who pass along your way 

Its worth can never dull 
Its charm can never coy 
It cost you not a thing 

And brings you naught but joy. 
 

For kindness is a gift 
The sweetest and the best 
The more that you bestow 

The more your path is blessed.” 
 

by Margaret Ingall 
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 Church  
Flowers 

January 7th Ann Golder and Eleanor Brown 

 14th Wilma Johnstone and Jean Grant 

 21st  The Cowper Family 

 29th Summers and Anderson Families 

February 4th Wilma Johnstone and the Plendeleith Family 

 11th  Margaret Mair 

 18th Ann Cowan 

 25th Jean Robertson 

March 4th Sheena McLean 

 11th  Norma Johnstone and Marion & Jack Clark 

 18th Elizabeth Bridges 

 25th Fiona Letham and The Whitefield Family 

Flower Arrangers and Helpers for Spring 

March Jillian Storrie 
Rosalind Blake 

01698 791414 
01698 207676 

April Greta Struthers 
Christine Blackwood 

01698 791507 

May Susan Whitelaw 01357 521224 

June 
 

Joyce & Bob Millar 01698 792736 

Thank you to those who have gifted flowers to the Church 
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Flower Committee 
 
Here we are again at the start of a New Year.  It doesn’t seem that long 
since I was writing to you last year.  It must be an age thing! 
 
Firstly, I would like of thank everyone who helped in anyway to  
decorate our church for Christmas.  It was really good to see everyone 
working together to get it done and it was also a great time of fellow-
ship.  The tea, coffee, shortbread and mice pies were a very welcome 
break and enjoyed by all. 
 
We would also like to thank all the people who gave us money or flow-
ers each week to beautify the church and enable us to give out flowers 
to anyone we hear about who is in need of comfort, whether illness or 
bereavement.  We also appreciate hearing about happy occasions so 
thank you for sharing good news stories with us. 
 
I would also say a big thank you to the ladies and gentlemen who buy, 
arrange and deliver the flowers each week, a big job well done and 
very much appreciated by all who receive them. 
 
We believe it is a very important ministry in our church. 
 
God bless you all. 
 
Love 
Ann 

Words of Thanks 
 
I would like to thank all my friends for the lovely birthday cards,  
flowers and gifts I received for my 90th birthday.  I was overwhelmed as 
it was very unexpected. 
 

Thanks to you all 
Betty Neil 

 
We at the Link Committee are very grateful to those who have kindly 
given donations to Link.  Your generosity is much appreciated.   
 
Avril 
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Auld Stonehouse 
Ecclesiastical Account of Parish Church 

article and drawings by John Young 

 

Although Stonehouse’s ecclesiastical history can be traced to at least the 9th  
century, the sessional records can only be recorded to the days of Rev. Archibald 
Foyer around 1696. Documentation prior to this period may have been lost during 
the covenanting conflicts, or the early days of the Jacobite uprisings. What  
remains, provides valuable and enlightening information on the discipline,  
organisation and educational influence of the church in Stonehouse. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The records depict the strict authority of the church by ensuring parishioners  
compliance with the teachings and principles of such. The ecclesiastical leaders of 
the day held considerable influence in civil disputes, whereby the church was able 
to exact punishments, or fines, on persons for minor offences, or acts against the 
church. Although there are no records of such punishment being carried out by the 
parish church in Stonehouse, in some parishes an iron collar was affixed near the 
door of the kirk to reprimand parishioners, not complying with fines imposed.  
 
Drinking was frowned upon and closely monitored by the congregation. This led to 
the establishment of local organisations such as the Total Abstinence Society 
(1858), which publicly rebuked those who dabbled in the demon drink. In more 
serious crimes, such as incest, the perpetrator had to stand at the kirk door, bare 
footed and legged, from the ringing of the ‘second bell to the last’, at every church 
in the presbytery. 
 
Prior to 1752, the minister and his session were predominantly responsible for  
providing education within the parish. An Act of Parliament in this year ensured 
that the parish kirk provided a building, until such times as a school house could 
be found. This provision also ensured healthy numbers of congregations, that 
would be the envy of every minister today.  
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 Early extracts indicate several schoolmasters appointed by the church  
including; John Watson (1697), Alexander Cochrane of Avondale (1698),  
Richard Steil (1701), William Walker (1702), Gavin Hamilton of Vicars (1707), 
Walter Weir (1718) and Thomas Clark (1722). A school house was procured in 
1708, provided by Thomas Cure. 
 
Other indications of the authority of the church include a document in  
September 1696 stating, “the session unanimously appoint that no persons 
within the congregation be married out of the church unless a fourteen pence 
levy be given to the poor”. Complying with such principles, and in particular the 
day of the Sabbath, was to be strictly adhered to in every respect. In November 
of the same year a complaint was made with regards to, “servants wandering 
up and down among their friends on the Lord’s day, to the dishonour of God 
and offence of people”, further intimating “that both masters and servants be 
warned against such an evil publicly, with certification of censure to be inflicted 
upon the disobedient”.  
 
The power and influence of the church was all too apparent in January 1698, 
when the parish records stated, “John Fleming and Robert Wilson being called, 
acknowledged their playing cards, for which they professed their sorrow. The 
session rebuked them both. Both of them promised amendment, and Robert 
Wilson engaged himself to burn the cards when they went home”. 
 
The church, however, not only provided for the educational and spiritual needs 
of the parish, but in times of hardship, charity and understanding. In June 1697, 
“Thomas Robertson, the kirk treasurer, declared that he had got a sentence 
against some who had not paid their fines for their fornication, but the session, 
in regard of their extreme poverty, delayed to exact anything for the time”.  
 
This reflected the generous nature of local dignitaries of the period, for in 1790, 
Rev. Morehead stated, “The produce of the year 1782 fell short of what was 
necessary, for the consumption of the parish. The deficiency was made up, by 
some of the more wealthy inhabitants, who purchased foreign grain, and sold it 
without profit”. He further observed, “none of the parishioners are allowed to 
beg, though we are troubled much with beggars from other parishes”. 
 
Prior to the turn of the 20th century, it was uncommon not to be a member of a 
kirk. In 1836, Rev. Hugh Dewar wrote, “The due observance of the sabbath is 
likewise a characteristic mark of the inhabitants of Stonehouse. The hallowing 
of the Sabbath day is here most scrupulously attended to, by all ranks of  
persons, both in town and parish; except in going to and from church, you will 
hardly see a person on the street. All public houses are shut on the Sabbath, 
unless to the traveller for refreshment”. 
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In Scotland today, around 12% of the population are members of a church, a 
figure that has halved over the past 70 years and is still declining. In 1891, over 
33% of the population of Stonehouse attended a church regularly on the  
Sabbath.  
 
Stonehouse today retains two churches and the Chapel hall in Wellbrae,  
serving the community. These churches still play an integral part in the rural life 
and affairs of the village, promoting community participation and the welfare of 
the people of Stonehouse. ‘Wha’s like us?’ provided a brief history of the 
churches origins and the influence of Ninian in the parish. The following time 
lines of the local churches, past and present, provide an easy to understand 
account of the ministry of the church and important events in the history of the 
various congregations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St Ninian’s Stonehouse 
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@stninstonehouse 

www.facebook.com/
stninianschurchstonehouse 

Charity Number SCO44497 
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 Lillypad Boutique 
 

Children’s Clothing Boutique 
 

10 King Street, Stonehouse, ML9 3EF 
 

Telephone: 07500 380827 
 

Fantastic clothing, shoes, and gifts from newborn to age 10 years 
 

Stock from the following, plus exciting new brands: 
 

Butterscotch, Dr Kid, Zip Zap, A Dee, Mitch & Son 
 
 

 

lillypad boutique 
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 Is your computer up to 5 years old?  
Are you thinking of replacing it?   
 
We use some of the parts to keep the church’s 
computer running.   
 
Call Brian Gwyn-Davis on 01698 791006 

The Violet 
10 New Street, Stonehouse 
Tel: 01698 791872 
 
Sit-in, takeaway, hot food, breakfast, coffee, cakes 
 

Open 7 das a week from 7.00am 

Stonehouse Jubilee Club 
A social afternoon of music, activities, laughter and friendship for people  

living with dementia, and their carers. 
 

Every Thursday, 1.30pm & 3.30pm 
Stonehouse Lifestyle Centre, Udston Mill Road, Stonehouse 

 
For more information contact Chris on: 01698 884537 

Millar Taxis ~ call 07857 

213804 

 
8-seater for private hire 

 
City Centre, Nights Out, Airport Transfers 
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SRS 

JOINERY      ROOFING    BUILDING 

Steven Gavin 
13 Lowther Crescent, Stonehouse, ML9 3JT 

Tel: 07460 362728        Email: srsjoinery@aol.co.uk 

The Textile Care Company 
24 New Street, Stonehouse 
Professional Dry Cleaning and Laundry 
suits dresses, kilts, duvets, curtains, service washes 
 
Tel: 07944 122766 

Nina’s Shop & Post Office 
42,King Street, Stonehouse ML9 3EF Tel: 01698 793 298 

Cards, gift wrap, jewellery, sweetie corner (Pick ’n’ Mix) 

Household bargains 

Children’s Dance Classes 
Ballet and Modern Dance ~ from age 2½ yrs 
 
Saturdays from 9.20am :: The Scout & Guide Hall, 
Lawrie Street, Stonehouse 
 
Telephone: 07729 112811 
Email: info@hjcdance.co.uk 
Website: www.hjcdance.co.uk 
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Westmains Boarding Kennels 

‘Holidays for Dogs’ 

Licensed by South Lanarkshire Council 

Day boarding available 

All kennels heated in winter 

Dogs walked three times daily 

Privately owned 

 

Westmains Farm, Manse Road, Stonehouse, ML9 3NX 

Tel: Linda 01698 792849 

 

Mobility Matters 
 Riser / recliner chairs 

 Mobile stair climbers for internal and external use 

 Sale and maintenance of ride on scooters 

 Wheelchairs 

 Free home demonstration 

 Full delivery service 

 

2 Argyle Street, Stonehouse, ML9 3LL 

For more information, call Allan or Jim on 016998 793933 / 07831 576480 

the waterpoint 
The In Line Water Cooler Specialists 
 
2 Argyle Street, Stonehouse, ML9 3LL 

 
Office or home coolers *  plumbed to any location * cheaper and easier than bottled 
cooler * freestanding, desktop and NEW domestic model available * total removal of 

cryptosporidium, ecoli and typhoid * absolutely pure, great teasting,  
chilled and hot water 

 
Call Allan or Jim on: 01698 793933  Email: info@thewaterpoint.com 
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King Street 
Stonehouse 

ML9 3EH 
 

(T) 01698 791919 
 

(E) info@galloway-macleod.co.uk 
 

www.galloway-macleod.co.uk 
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ROBERT & IAN DEMPSTER 

All joinery and building work carried out to a high standard 
 
No job too big or small. 
 
We’re happy to help out if you need work carried out or  
would like us to give you a quote. 
 
Telephone: Robert 07881 943223    Ian 07772 738162 
 

Professional Singer 

Contemporary, traditional, sacred, classical 
Jane McLaren, BA Applied Music 

Wedding ceremonies, events, tutoring and studio 
6 Camnethan Street, Stonehouse, ML9 3NQ 

Tel: 0q1698 793900 / 07826 852561 
Email: j.m.mclaren@hotmail.com 

 

Ian Brown 

Family Funeral directors 
Monumental Services   Mercedes Limousine   Wedding Cars for Hire 

Pre-paid Funeral Plans in Association with Golden Charter 
83-101 Lanark Road, Carstairs   Tel: 01555 870287 

Www.ianbrownfuneraldirector.co.uk 

SPLIT ENZ by Margaret Monaghans 

hair, beauty, tanning 
King Street, Stonehouse  Tel: 01698 791644 
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HENRY DORRICOTT FUNERAL SERVICE 

10-12 LONDON ROAD, LARKHALL, ML9 1AG 

Telephone: 01698 882170  Fax: 01698 882120 

 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS &  

MEMORIAL CONSULTANTS 

Dignity Funerals LTD.  A company registered in England No. 41598. VAT Reg No. 

486608114.  Part of Dignity plc.  A British company.  Address: 4 King Edwards 

Court, King Edwards Square, Sutton Coldfield, B73 6AP.  Tel: 0121 354 1557  Fax: 

0121 355 8081.  Website www.dignityfunerals.co.uk  

Member of the National Association of Funeral Directors 

An up-to-date resource for the people of Stonehouse and  

visitors to the village 

StonehouseOnline.org.uk 
The Community website of Stonehouse, South Lanarkshire 

Cognitive Behavoural Therapy (CBT) Counsellor 
 

Audrey Murray PG Dip  
 
Accredited BABCP Psychotherapist 
 
Telephone: 07903 047610 
 
https://sites.google.com/a/rosemount-therapy.com/
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Kenneth M. Greener 
Solicitors 

Accident Claims (No Win, No 
Fee) Conveyancing 
Executries   Family  

Guardianship  

Power of Attorney Wills 

Your local solicitor ... 

Serving our local  

community 

1 New Street, The Cross, Stonehouse, ML9 3LT 

Telephone: 01598 79336 

Email: enquiry@kmglaw.co.uk 
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 STONEHOUSE  

NEWSAGENTS 

Newspapers and Magazines, 

Toys, Cards, Fancy Goods,  

Hardware 

18 Violet Crescent, Stonehouse 

Tel: 01698 791 018 

For Happier Feet 

Mobile Podiatrist/Chiropodist 

Pauline Cree 

BSc, SRCh, MChs 

For Appointment Telephone: 

01698 792 842 

3, Blinkbonny Stonehouse ML9 3QR 

DAVID BAXTER & SONS 

LTD 

15 Argyle St Stonehouse 
Plumbing and Heating Engineer 

Gas Safe Installers 

Prompt Service Given 

TEL: 01698 793 444 

AVONDALE MUSIC SCHOOL 
Udston Farm, Stonehouse 

One-to-One tuition 

Piano/keyboard, guitar, bass,  

ukulele, singing, drums, clarinet 

 

Contact Alyson 07743 430749 

info@avondalemusicschool.com 

High Class 
Groceries & Provisions 
20, Violet Crescent, Stonehouse 

Fiona Williamson 

Personal Supervision 
Tel: 01698 793010 

 

 

Tel: 01698 88 66 00 

Web:  strutherhillautos.co.uk 

Middleton Avenue, Strutherhill 

Ind. Est. Larkhall ML9 2PJ 

Strutherhill Autos 

 

 MOT 

 SERVICES 

 BRAKES 

 TYRES 

 EXHAUSTS 

 CLUTCHES 

  

Vehicle  

Testing  

Station  

Class 4 & 7 
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SMILE DENTAL 

5 - 7 Kirk Street Stonehouse  

ML9 3LR 

Tel: 01698 793 636  

Fax: 01698 794 958 

www.smiledental.uk.com 

 

Cosmetic Dentistry · Implantology  

WHITELAW COACHES 
Tel: 01698 793506 or 792800 

Coach Hire for all Occasion 

Lochpark Industrial Estate, Stonehouse, 

ML9 3LR 

Fax: 01698 7933099 

Email: enquies@whitelaws.co.uk 

Website: www.whitelaws.co.uk 

Strathaven Taxis (Tony’s) 

01357 522522 

0800 6335533 

6 and 8 seaters available 

Airport Specialist 

Advance Bookings : City Centre Nights 

Out 

Friendly Reliable Service 

Ceramic & Natural Stone 

SOUTHSIDE TILING 

Free Quotations 

07794 894078 

 

Sandy Reid 

For Best Quality Beef 

K. & F. Butchers 

24 King Street, 

Stonehouse 

Telephone: 01698 793 637 

REFLEXOLOGIST 

Pauline Brownlee 
G.S.S.R. 

TEL: 01698 791 255 

Photography, Photo Enlargements :: Photo Repairs :: Fine Canvas Prints 
 

Adam Deans 
Sales Consultant, 1 Camnethan Street, Stonehouse 

 
Telephone: 07935989926 

 
Email: adamdeans1@hotmail.co.uk 

http://www.smiledental.uk.com/
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