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As we read through the Christmas story it always strikes me 
that the first people to know about the birth of Jesus were  
shepherds. 
 
Shepherds were outcasts in many ways.  They lived out on the 
hills with their sheep.  They had to stay with them all the time to 
protect them from wild animals and to find them food and water.  
All that meant that they couldnôt go to church. They didnôt get to 
go to the religious festivals.  They couldnôt really keep the rules 
about ritual washing to keep the very strict purity laws. 
 
There were loads of reasons not to pick a bunch of shepherds... 
But God chose them to be the first ones to hear the good news 
of Jesusô birth anyway. 
 
And not only that.  They also got an invite to visit the baby from 
a choir of angels! 
 
It wonder how they felt?  What they thought?  Who us?  Surely 
not?  We canôt be good enough for this honour! 
 
But they were! 
 
Just like we are... Even with all of our faults and failings, God 
chooses us to receive the invite to come and meet Jesus.  The 
shepherds went and found the baby and in that moment their 
lives were changed forever. 
 
I wonder... Will we accept that same invitation and have our 
lives changed too? 
 
I hope so! 

Blessings this Christmas!     Stewart 
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Hi Folks! 

 

Well, here we are almost at Christmas, whatever happened to Au-

tumn! I hope you will come along to some of the services and activi-

ties planned for over the Christmas period.   

 

Another busy few months in our church calendar and how fortunate 

are we at St Ninianõs to have such a warm welcoming church. Iõve 

lost count of how many times people comment on the welcome 

they receive and itõs down to you as the congregation, so thank you 

and keep up the good work.  

 

I said in my last letter we had organised some fundraising events, we 

raised £610 from the Guild Fashion Sale, which will help church funds. 

We had a coffee evening for McMillan nurses, which raised almost 

£1200 for a very worthy cause. Thank you to all who buy tickets and 

support these events.  

 

Some of our dear friends, members and elders have passed away 

and our thoughts and prayers are with the families of David Car-

micheal, Janette Robb, Jean McPherson, Margaret Cranston, Doug-

las Waddell, Alec Pate Senior, who were faithful members and from 

the community Duncan Cooper and William Forsyth.   

 

Stewart baptised Harry James Edward Perna who behaved perfectly 

and had a smile for everyone.  

 

 

 

As most of you know we pray for a street in the village each week 

and although some of you canõt join us at prayers on a Tuesday and 

Thursday morning at 9.15am in the church you can still pray with us. 

A list of streets and dates  are on the following page.  

praying for others  
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 17.11.19 Rhymie Bank  

24.11.19 Ringwell Gardens  

1.12.19 Secauren Avenue  

8.12.19 Spinningdale  

15.12.19 Todstable Gardens  

22.12.19 Watt Court  

29.12.19 Weavers Way  

5.1.20 Weavers Court  

19.1.20 Woodside Walk  

26.1.20 Stonehouse Hospital  

2.2.20 Cander Centre  

9.2.20 Lifestyles 

16.2.20 Members in Blackwood  

23.2.20 University Hospitals Hairmyres, 

Wishaw and Monklands  

1.3.20 Glasgow hospitals  

8.3.20 Cancer hospitals and hospices  

15.3.20 Stoney Kids 

22.3.20 Youth organisations  

29.3.20 Hope Cafe  

If you are new to the village and have received a copy of our  

magazine, please feel free to come and join us on a Sunday 

morning at 11am.  We also have lots of activities going on in our 

halls and would love to welcome you among us.  

 
God Bless,  

Margaret (Session Clerk)  
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from Bill... as the Year End Approaches Once Again  
 

Doesnõt time just fly, especially when deadlines are ahead of you, 

whether that might be Link articles, Year End Accounts or OSCR  

submissions!!  I cannot believe that I will be compiling my third set of year 

end accounts very soon.  So it is a good opportunity to let the wider  

congregation know how we are doing financially, with the final quarter 

figures to come.  

 

I reported the year to date position to both the Finance Committee and 

Board at the beginning of October and I think a fair assessment is that we 

are very much fire -fighting month to month.  I want to concentrate on 

the day to day running of our finances via the General Account.   

Unfortunately, as I have mentioned before, there is very little consistency 

to the income figures; fluctuation is probably a good word.  

 

To demonstrate that fact we have a low -income figure of £4,959 in June 

against a high figure of £14,294 in May, total income to the end of  

September being £64,186.  This in turn leads to a scenario of what can be 

paid versus what can I delay until we are better off, no different to  

probably a number of household finances.  Therefore, as with income, 

there is no consistency to meeting our expenses.  The reality is that 

monthly commitments we should be making are in arrears, with an  

expense figure of £64,451 to the end of September.  

 

This on-going challenge is concerning to say the least and I wouldnõt be 

acting appropriately if I did not make you all aware of the precarious  

position we find ourselves in.  That said, I am extremely grateful to the  

fund -raising team, the coffee morning ladies, the Guild and all other  

organisations who contribute financially to the upkeep of our Church but 

I need to come a bit cap in hand to the wider congregation, specifically 

on the weekly / monthly giving.  Even if we can collectively address rising 

costs / inflation and reflect this in our giving that simple bit of arithmetic 

would help greatly.  Trust me, I do not enjoy continually highlighting our 

plight and the constant need to address our income position but it is very 

relevant to the future of our Church.  
 

Enjoy the festive period as it approaches and please support the number 

of events that St Ninianõs are making available.  Itõs a busy period but a 

massively important one in our Christian calendar.  

 

God Bless  

Bill 
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A Simple Formula  
 

Conflict has been prevalent in our world since the dawning of time. Here 

in the UK we are mostly distanced from warfare. Despite our countryõs 

involvement in war in recent years, we are no longer really exposed to 

the devastating effects, besides the images and events reported in the 

news from war torn countries. I donõt think war is something we turn our 

attention to very often, and when we do we are often completely  

overwhelmed. Itõs easy to feel powerless in the face of war as a topical 

issue. But what if world peace could be solved in just six words?  

 

The 2011 film, Thatõs What I Am, sees a teenager called Andy learning to 

overcome his prejudice towards some of his less popular peers when his 

favourite teacher, Mr Simon, pairs him up for a school project with the 

geekiest boy in class. During the course of the film, Mr Simon wins a sports 

car in a competition. Following a distressing bullying incident, he reveals 

to the class how he came to be the winner. The assignment for all en-

trants was to find a solution for world peace in just twenty -five words. Mr 

Simon solved it in just six:  

 
Human Dignity + Compassion = Peace  
 

This is one of the most powerful moments in the film. What really strikes me 

is how Jesus seemed to fully embody this formula during his time on earth. 

He had compassion for everybody he met, reaching out to the poor and 

diseased, the lowest of the low, healing and loving them,  

regardless of their place in society. At the same time he wasnõt afraid to 

speak up for others, and challenge the bullying, belittling Pharisees, but 

he always acted with the utmost dignity. He was greatly loved by many 

who met him, and he brought peace into the lives of those who would let 

him.   

 

Maybe itõs wishful thinking, but I believe that if everyone put Mr Simonõs 

formula into practice, we would gradually see a transformation in a world 

that has always been afflicted by war. Itõs a movement that ultimately  

begins with us. This depends, however, on a change of attitude on our 

part. The band Switchfoot sing òWeõve been blowing up, weõre the issue, 

itõs our conditioné We are the fuse and ammunition.ó We may not be 

involved in war on a wider scale, but we are drawn into small, often 

petty, battles on a daily basis. We are not always very kind to one an-

other.   
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We need to start noticing the people around us, acknowledging 

them as people with feelings and needs that may have a profound 

effect on their behaviour. Keeping this in mind, we should practice 

being a little more patient and tolerant, especially towards the 

people who really annoy us! If we can learn to respond to negative 

behaviour with grace, rather than in kind, then we are effectively 

laying down our arms and calling a cease -fire on the situation. 

Thatõs not to say that we should not stand up for what we believe is 

right, but learn to handle it with civility, rather than allowing our 

emotions to explode. Of course, this is much easier said than done, 

but ultimately by praying for the people around us, particularly the 

people we find difficult, we should, in time, gain more understand-

ing of others, and in turn feel more compassion for them.   

 
Kathryn Epps  
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We would like to thank Stewart and the wider congregation at St 

Ninianõs for what was a very exciting if not extremely busy month of 

August!  On Sunday 25 th August we took our places at the front of the 

church to be welcomed in as its newest members.   Although slightly 

nervous, we both found it a genuinely enjoyable and uplifting  

experience.    The following Friday, 30 th August, we were back at the 

front of the church, although on this occasion, to be married!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We may be biased, but we absolutely loved every single minute of 

the service and on speaking to our guests, know that they all did too, 

with one person even commenting that, òIf my minister was more like 

yoursõ, Iõd go to church more often!ó. 

 

We are so grateful to Stewart for the effort he made and the time he 

took to personalise our service as well as the warmth and humour 

with which it was delivered.  We are also very grateful for the lengths 

he went to in ensuring we were both at ease on what could have 

otherwise been a very stressful day!  

 

It is a pleasure to be members of the congregation at St Ninianõs and 

thank you all for how welcome you have made us feel.  

 
Mr and Mrs Edwards  
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Alex, Myra and Family would like to thank everyone for the cards,  

flowers, thoughts and prayers for us on the death of Alexõs dad, Sandy.  

They have been a great comfort to us at this difficult time.  Special 

thanks to Stewart for supporting us through this sad journey.  

 

The Cranston Family would like to say thank you to everyone at St  

Ninianõs for the help and support given to them when Margaret died.  It 

has been a great comfort.  We are also delighted to report the  

magnificent sum of £668 has been donated to Christian Aid following 

the retiring collection at her funeral.  

 

Many thanks for the cards, flowers and kind expressions of sympathy 

shown following the sad passing of my mother -in-law, Mary Law.   Mary 

would have been 100 years young on 16th February.  Once again, 

thank you.  

Sandra Law  

 

Thank you for the flowers I received on 6th October ~ they were much  

appreciated.   

Linda Wilson  

 

I would like to say a bit ôThank You!õ for the lovely flowers and cards 

which I received for my special birthday and our Golden Wedding in 

September.  Ian and I appreciated your best wishes and thoughtfulness.  

 

Norma Johnstone  
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 Church Flowers  

For more information, please contact  

Ann Anderson on 01698 792124  

Flower Arrangers and Helpers for  

December  
Ann Anderson & Margaret Hannay  
 

As always, thank you to everyone who has gifted 

flowers  to the church  throughout the year  

 

17th Nov  N Hampton, Shona McMillan  In Memoriam  

1st Dec  David & Rosemary Middleton,  

Margo Macgregor, Helen Spence  

All In  

Memoriam  

8th Dec  Wilma Johnston, Elaine Kennedy,  

Mary McKay, Kate Stewart  

All In  

Memoriam  

15th Dec  George Burns  

May Boslem  

Wedding Anniversary  

In Memoriam  

22nd Dec  Myra Pate  In Memoriam  

29th Dec  Twaddle Family  In Memoriam  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

The flower list for 2020 will be available in  

the vestibule on 1st December 2019  
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Stonehouse hosted the Hamilton & District  

Battalion Boys Brigade Cross Country  

Championships recently and our Junior  

Section were victorious in the team event,  

picking up first place.   

 

Well done everyone!  
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 We started off the new session   in October with Jack 

Geddes from Glasgow City Mission who gave a very 

interesting talk and photos of the day to day running 

of the mission.  

 

Also in October we had the   Taylor Fashion Sale 

which was very amusing with Brian at his best.  

 

Monday 11th November  was our Guest Night and 

The Revellers provided the entertainment that evening.  A thoroughly  

enjoyable evening with home baking, tea and coffee.   

 

Monday 9th December is the Christmas Dinner.  If you would like to come 

along please see Joyce Millar or myself and we will put your name down.  

 

We start off the New Year with Jimmy Jamieson and friends on Monday 

13th January so we will look forward to a good night.  

 

Thank you to everyone who has supported our work this year.  Have a 

lovely Christmas and New Year and we will see you all soon!  

 

God Bless,  

Wilma Johnston  

 
 

Used Stamps  
I have just emptied the used stamp box in the vestibule and have been 

encouraged by the amount of used stamps, so please keep up the good 

work. The World Mission Stamp Appeal is 50 years old this year (poster on 

the notice board at front of the church).  

 

Coming up to Christmas this is the one time of the year when you get a bit 

extra mail, so keep collecting your used stamps!  

 

I also have a few people who collect used stamps through their work so if 

you could that, it would be greatly appreciated.   

 

Thanks again,  

Norma Johnstone  



20  

 

 

St Ninianõs Church Choir 

 

I hope you are enjoying the hymns on a Sunday. You may have noticed 

we have been singing a psalm every Sunday chosen by Stewart. It is good 

to re -visit these as they have a lot to say to us.  

 

We are well underway in our rehearsals for the Christmas season and really 

enjoying the two pieces Lindsey has chosen for us. One is, ôYouõll be in my 

heartõ by Phill Collins, and the other is ôChristmas Starõ by John Williams. 

Both are uplifting and tuneful and we are sure you will enjoy hearing them.  

 

We are always keen to welcome new members so donõt be shy, join us at 

9.45am on Sunday mornings 

for practice.  

 

 Dr Anne T Thompson  
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 Freewill Offering Envelopes  
 

At a recent finance meeting, I was commenting about the price of FWO  

Envelopes which cost the church £5 per set.  Quite a number of people don't 

use any and some only a few! Someone jokingly suggested we charge for 

them and everyone laughed but, all joking aside, is it really such a bad 

idea?!  Please consider that if you don't use them you are costing the church 

money ... Perhaps we should think of charging £5 to anyone who doesn't use 

any or uses less than 5 or maybe charge everyone £5 which would actually 

be an extra donation to church funds!  I hope this gives you food for thought 

and maybe you can share those thoughts with me?  

 

Envelopes  for 2020 will be distributed in the middle of November.  If you  

consider changing to a standing order, or to alter your way of giving, please 

speak to either myself or Bill (Storrie, our treasurer.   Also if you pay tax please 

see me about changing to Gift Aid - no charge!  

  

As always, thank you for listening.  

Anne Law  

 

2020 diaries  
 

We hope that our small church diaries will be available soon (date yet to be 

confirmed by supplier).  If youõre interested in purchasing a diary can you 

please speak to Anne Law.  The price of £1.50 or 4 for £5 should remain the 

same.  

 

For your diary ~ World Day of Prayer  
 

This event will take place on Friday 6th March 2020 focusing on the text ôRise 

Take up Your Mat and Walkõ.   In March 2019, with our friends from the  

Paterson Church, we tried a new approach and had ELEVENSES, which 

turned out to be very successful raising £170.  We hope to use the same  

format in 2020.  The venue this year will be in the Paterson Church.   Pencil in 

your new diary /calendar Friday 6th March @11am that would be great.   

 

Many thanks,  

Norma Johnstone  
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A big thank everyone who contributed in any way to our MacMillan 

fundraising event by helping on the night, baking, donating raffle 

prizes, buying tickets for tea or raffle tickets.  The total raised (to date)  

is a fantastic £1,156.80  which was sent on the 11th October 2019 to 

Macmillan Cancer Support.  The Food Hamper was won by Linda 

Murray and the drinks hamper by Elkie Spence.  

 

Once  again my sincere thanks to everyone.   

 
Sadie Hamilton  
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FIRST WEDNESDAY OF MONTH 
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